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(Araneae: Linyphiidae) from the Crimea, Ukraine
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ABSTRACT. The new linyphiid species, Araeoncus tauricus sp.n. from the Crimea is described and

illustrated.

PE3IOME. IIpuBoauTcst MILTIOCTPUPOBAHHOE OMKMCAHKUE HOBOTO BHAA TMHUGUU Araeoncus tauri-

cus sp.n. u3 Kpeima.
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Introduction

The spider genus Araeoncus Simon, 1884
currently includes 33 valid species [Platnick,
2002] with an Afro—Palaearctic distribution.
Fifteen Eurasian species of Araeoncus are re-
stricted to the Mediterranean, namely 4. altissi-
musSimon, 1884, 4. anguineus(L. Koch, 1869),
A. caucasicus Tanasevitch, 1987, A. clavatus
Tanasevitch, 1987,4. clivifronsDeltshev, 1987,
A. crassiceps (Westring, 1861), A. discedens
(Simon, 1881), A. galeriformis (Tanasevitch,
1987),4. hannoSimon, 1884, A. humilis(Black-
wall, 1841), 4. longiusculus (O. Pickard-Cam-
bridge, 1875), A. martinae Bosmans, 1996, 4.
sicanus Brignoli, 1979, A. toubkal Bosmans,
1996 and 4. vaporariorum (O. Pickard-Cam-
bridge, 1875) [see Simon, 1926; Brignoli, 1979;
Deltshev, 1987; Tanasevitch, 1987; Tanase-
vitch, 1990; Heimer & Nentwig, 1991; Pesari-
ni, 1996; Bosmans, 1996].

The Caucasian specimens of A. altissimus
differ from the North African ones in the struc-
ture of the male palp [see Bosmans, 1996].
Therefore, in this paper the Caucasian speci-
mens are treated as A. altissimus sensu Ta-
nasevitch. A detailed comparison of the Arae-
oncus specimens found in the Crimea with the
morphologically closeA. altissimus|sensu Bos-
mans, 1996], A. altissimus sensu Tanasevitch
and A. toubkal demonstrated that the Crimean
specimens belonged to a new species.

Terms for separate palpal sclerites were adopted
from Merrett [1963], with some changes according
to Millidge [1977] and some corrections by Ta-
nasevitch [1987]: Ed = embolic division [sensu
Tanasevitch, 1987]; Ep = embolic part; M = mem-
brane; Pc = paracymbium; Rpp = process of radix
[sensu Merrett, 1963]; Sa = suprategular apophysis;
St = subtegulum. Other abbreviations used in the
text are: Fe = femur; Pt = patella; Ti = tibia; Mt =
metatarsus; Ta = tarsus; Tm = position of the meta-
tarsal trichobothrium. All measurements are in mm.
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Figs 1-6. Araeoncus tauricus sp.n. 1-3 — male palp, lateral, ventral and median views; 4 — palpal tibia, dorsally;
5 — epigyne, ventral view; 6 — spemathecae. Scale: 0.1 mm.

Puc. 1-6. Araeoncus tauricus sp.n. 1-3 — nanba camua, Buj COOKy, BeHTPaJIbHO U MEATAIbHO; 4 — 0€1pO MajIbIIbI,
JIOp3aJIbHO; 5 — BMMIHHA, BUJ CHU3Y; 6 — crnepmaTeka. Maciurad: 0,1 M.
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Description

Araeoncus tauricus sp.n.
Figs 1-10.

MATERIAL. Holotype: J" (Zoology Department of
the Sumy Teachers Training University), Ukraine, the
Crimea, canyon of the Chornaya river, in dead grass near
water, 22.04.2001, V. Gnelitsa.

Paratypes: 1 J', 2 99 (Zoology Department of the
Sumy Teachers Training University), together with the
holotype.

ETYMOLOGY. The species was named after
the ancient name of the Crimean Peninsula, where
the type series was collected.

DIAGNOSIS. By the structure of the male pal-
pal tibia and of the embolic division, A. fauricus
sp.n. is most similar to A. altissimus, A. altissimus
sensu Tanasevitch and A. toubkal. Based on the
similarity of the male copulatory organs, these four
species can be united into the altissimus species
group. The male of A. tauricus sp.n. differs from all
of them in having a greater total body length, as well
as by the following genitalic characters: (1) palpal
tibia considerably larger; (2) the presence of the
projection (i) on the radix at the embolic base (Figs
1, 3); (3) the presence of the complex appendix (ii)
of the radix (Fig. 3); (4) shape of the palp membrane
is clearly different (Figs 1-3).

For the reliable separation of A. tauricus sp.n.
and A. altissimus, which are most similar in the
structure of the male palp, one needs additional
figures of the ventral and mesal views of the palp;
both lacking in Bosmans [1996].

Details of the epigyne of the members of the
altissimus group do not allow reliable species iden-
tification. In the structure of the vulva, A. tauricus
sp.n. is closest to A. altissimus and Araeoncus sp.
from Bulgaria [see Deltshev, 1987], although it
differs from both of these species and fromA. toubkal
in the shape of the receptacle and the position of the
ducts of the vulva. The female of 4. altissimus sensu
Tanasevitch is unknown.

REMARKS. According to my observations, car-
apace shape seems to be a distinctive feature be-
tween species within the altissimus group (see Figs
7-10). However, this character is not included in the
diagnosis because the shape of the carapace (espe-
cially its anterior lobe) can vary over a wide range
(cf. A. altissimus in Bosmans [1996] and Pesarini
[1996]). On the other hand, the species evidently
resembling each other in male palpal structure (e.g.,
A. caucasicus and A. discedens) have carapaces of
similar shape [Tanasevitch, 1987; Bosmans, 1996].

DESCRIPTION.MALE. Total length 3.25. Car-
apace: length 1.85; width 1.00; dark brown, front

part slightly lighter (Figs 7, 8). Sternum: length
1.32; width 1.10; dark brown, with darker margins.
Eyes: relatively small, posterior median eyes sepa-
rated by three times their diameter. Legs: yellow;
tibial spines 2:2:1:1; spines on Til and Till are
barely visible and considerably shorter than the
diameter of the tibia; spines on Tilll and TilV are
longer than the diameter of the tibia. Tml 0.58;
TmlIV absent.

Legs Fe Pt Ti Mt Ta

I 1.10 0.35 0.88 0.80 0.53
11 1.08 0.35 0.81 0.77 0.52
111 0.92 029 064 072 0.42
v 1.29 031 1.04 1.08 0.53

Abdomen: uniform dark grey. Palpal structure
as in Figs 1-4 .

FEMALE. Total length 2.98. Carapace: length
1.33; width 1.05; grey-brown (Figs 9, 10). Sternum:
length 0.77; width 0.64; grey-brown, with darker
margins. Eyes: larger than in males, posterior medi-
an eyes are separated by one diameter. Legs: yellow;
tibial spines 2:2:1:1; tibial spines are equal to or
longer than the diameter of the tibia. Tml 0.53;
TmlIV absent.

Legs Fe Pt Ti Mt Ta

I 1.10 036 097 091 0.56
1I 1.06 036 0.88 0.85 0.53
I 091 032 0.77 0.80 045
v 1.20 035 1.06 0.98 0.56

Abdomen: uniform brown-grey. Epigyne as in
Fig. 5; spermathecae as in Fig. 6.
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