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Abstract
An account is given on the life and entomological achievements of Carl Clerck (1709 1765). 
Focus is given on his book “Svenska spindlar” from 1757 where binary names for spiders 
were introduced. In 1856 the spider species described by Clerck were revised by Tamer-
lan Thorell, who shortly after was able to study Clerck’s forgotten spider collection. The 
surviving material largely confirmed Thorell’s previous interpretations. In 1892 Clerck’s 
names were invalidated due to the rules adopted at the 2nd international zoological con-
gress in Moscow in which Linnaeus’s Systema Naturae Ed. X of 1758 was established as the 
starting point for zoological nomenclature. Due to arguments put forth by Pierre Bon-
net, the International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature in 1948 recommended 
that the names in Clerck’s book of 1757 should be formally recognized. The case was 
confirmed by the Commission in 1959. In 1965 Clerck’s insect collection, also including his 
spiders, was rediscovered. The spiders were later studied by Åke Holm, who gave an ac-
count of the remaining specimens in the collection in 1978. Their status as type material 
is considered. The collection is now deposited in the Swedish Museum of Natural History 
in Stockholm. Presently 53 spider species carry names given by Clerck. 
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Fig. 1. Clerck’s manuscript for his book on Swedish spiders. The title “Kort afhandling om spindlar” 
(Short treatise on spiders) was omitted in the printed book where this chapter was preceded by 
a dedication and a preface (without pagination). Center for History of Science, Royal Swedish 
Academy of Sciences, Stockholm. 



Fig. 2. Original paintings of Araneus angulatus, 
subadult male (left) and adult female . No sci-
entific name was yet coined on the sheet of 
paper where this species was depicted and de-
scribed. From the text [in Swedish] Clerck gives 
the information that the depicted subadult 
male was collected on 18 June 1756, became 
adult on 27 June and was kept till 20 August 
when it died. (Cf. “Fig. 1” and “Fig. 2” in Fig. 4.) 

Fig. 3. Title page to “Svenska spindlar”. The 
book was printed in Stockholm by Lars Salvius, 
the foremost printer in Sweden at that time.



Fig. 4. Plate 1 in “Svenska spindlar”. The handcoloured illustrations depict the following species: 
(upper row, from left:) Araneus angulatus Clerck subadult male and female, A. marmoreus Cler-
ck; (second row:) A. quadratus Clerck, A. diadematus Clerck, A. peleg Clerck (=A. diadematus); 
(third row:) A. babel Clerck (=A. marmoreus), Nuctenea umbratica (Clerck), Araneus pyramidatus 
Clerck (=A. marmoreus); (lower row:) A. ocellatus Clerck (=Larinioides patagiatus (Clerck)), Larini-
oides patagiatus (Clerck), L. cornutus (Clerck).



Fig. 5.  From “Svenska spindlar”: beginning of 
Part the first, On spiders in general. (Text as in 
part of manuscript shown in Fig. 1.) 



Fig. 6. The same spider species illustrated in 
Clerck (1757) (A–C) and Martyn (1793) (D–F). 
A, D: Araneus angulatus Clerck . B, E: Larinio-
ides patagiatus (Clerck) . C, F: Evarcha falcata 
(Clerck) . (Size of copied illustrations in rela-
tion to originals varies.)





Fig. 7. (Left:) The remaining spiders from Clerck’s collection (still property of the Bergius Founda-
tion, Stockholm) are preserved in ethanol in two glass jars deposited in the Swedish Museum of 
Natural History, Stockholm. (Right:) Glass tubes in the collection containing Thanatus formicinus 
(Clerck), “Dolomedes” sp. [Ekeberg], and Pardosa amentata (Clerck).   



Table 1. List of remaining material in Clerck’s spider collection (cf. Holm 1978)










